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Abstract

Creating integration and establishing a centralized government have been the main fac-
tors contributing to the success of the Safavids in founding a powerful governmentin the
history of Iran. This was made possible through an ideological sy stem aligned with the
three principles of the spiritual authority of the Sufis, the official religion (Shiism), and the
revival of national identity. The position of Murshid, which continued to be inherited from
one generation to another among the descendants of Sheikh Safi al-Din Ardabili, gradu-
ally transformed into a ceremonial position for the people who were not Sufis and mys-
tics anymore, but were considered warriors and power seekers. Declaring Shia Islam
as the official religion of the country was one of the strategies taken by the Safavids to
consolidate the military force of the Qizilbash Shia troops. This decision, combined with
efforts to revive national identity and seek legitimacy from ancient institutions, marked
a significant redefinition of sovereignty and the political sy stem. During this era, despite
facing numerous challenges, we witness significant developments in the field of art in
relation to the patronage of certain. Consequently, the influential role of art in promoting
therulingideology and serving as atool for propaganda cannot be overlooked.

In the history of Iranian book arts, miniature is recognized as an art form closely associ-
ated with textual manuscripts. Iranian miniature serves to illustrate literary works that
sometimes extend their function beyond mere text. Notably, in several noteworthy ex-
amples of this art form, we observe the portrayal of figures, such as kings, as heroic
characters in illustrations depicting epic, mythical, or romantic narratives. Such trans-
formationsin these miniatures took place between the contemporary rulers or kings and
admired figures from the pre-Islamic ancient era such as historical, heroic, and literary
personalities. it seems these transformations were undertaken to seek legitimacy and

1.DOI: 10.22051/JJH.2023.44083.1998

2- Reihaneh Mahdavi Hezaveh, MA of Graphic Design and Illustration, Faculty of Visual Arts, Iran University of
Art, Tehran, Iran.

Email: r.mahdavii.h@gmail.com

3. Kambiz Mousavi Aghdam, Assistant Professor, Department of Painting, Faculty of Visual Arts, Iran Universi-
ty of Art, Tehran, Iran, Corresponding Author.

Email: mosavi@art.ac.ir



validation from these prominent figures from the glorious past. In the two versions of
the Shahnameh (Book of Kings) and the Khamsa of Nezami, which were the result of
support from two Safavid kings, we can clearly observe such visual references. The
supportive role of these two kings in the formation and flourishing of the Tabrizi School
of the Safavids, which was the result of the fusion of the Herat and Tabriz Turkmen
schools, is undeniable. The emergence and flourishing of the Tabriz School, which
amalgamated the artistic styles of the Herat and Tabriz Turkmen schools, owed its
success to the contributions of renowned masters such as Kamal al-Din Behzad and
Sultan MuhammadThe valuable manuscript of the "Khamsa of Nezami" is presently
housed in the British Museum Library and encompasses seventeen exquisite minia-
tures, six of which are dedicated to the narrative of "Khosrow and Shirin." Among these
six miniatures, three depict the transformation of the main man character, Khosrow,
with Shah Tahmasb. This research explores the visual cues present in these minia-
tures to investigate the mechanisms behind this substitution. Furthermore, this re-
search aims to address inquiries surrounding the rationale behind selecting Khosrow
Parviz for this transformation and the manner in which it unfolded. Initially, an explo-
ration of Khosrow Parviz's significance as the protagonist of the narrative "Khosrow
and Shirin" is conducted from both historical and literary standpoints. Subsequently,
emphasisis placed onthe visual cues evidentinthe miniatures. Thisresearchemploys
a descriptive-analytical methodology, drawing upon historical texts, subject-related
research, and visual evidence extracted from the examined miniatures. The research
findings, obtained through the analy sis of images using historical and literary data, are
classified into direct and indirect visual indications. One of the most notable direct vi-
sual features is the inscription positioned above Khosrow Parviz's throne, openly be-
seeching God for the splendor and majesty of Shah Tahmasb's reign through a prayer-
like text. Inthisinscription, Shah Tahmasb is addressed as "al-Husseini al-Safavi," a title
that, as indicated by written documents, seals, and coins from the same period, was
similarly employed by subsequent monarchs of this dynasty. The suffix "al-Husseini"
alludes to the narrative of the marriage between Shahrbanou, an Iranian princess, and
Imam Hussein, the son of Imam Aliand one of the Shia Imams. The Safavids employed
this narrative to establish a connection between the Shia religion and Iranian national
identity, thereby presenting a novel framework for defining power. In the discussed
miniature, we witness the simultaneous presence of these fundamental elements of
the Safavids'ideology. On one hand, Shah Tahmasb is portrayed as one of Iran's illus-
trious ancient kings and the protagonist of the story "Khosrow and Shirin." On the other
hand,intheinscription under examination, he is addressed as "al-Husseini." Thus, Shah
Tahmasb is presented as the inheritor of both ideological aspects of the Safavids. He
is depicted as the reinvigorator of Iran's ancient monarchy and as a proponent and
advocate of Shia beliefs, drawing on their ancestral association with the Shia Imams.
Oneof theindirectindications that can be observed in the transformationis the correla-
tion between the meaning of the name "Tahmasb" and Khosrow's (the protagonist of
the story) affinity and fascination with Shabdiz, Princess Shirin's swift-footed horse.
"Tahmasb" is an ancient Persian name that carries the linguistic connotation of being
the possessor of a mighty steed. Furthermore, within the story, Khosrow is portrayed
as the owner of a swift-footed horse named Shabdiz, which had previously belonged to
Shirin. A particular segment of the narrative reveals that, following the demise of Shab-
diz, the courtiers hesitated to inform Khosrow of this tragic event. Another notewor-
thy aspect that serves as an indication of the Safavid court and the persona of Shah
Tahmasb is a poetic verse referencing the throne of Khosrow and Shirin. In this verse,
the Shah is addressed as the one seated on the throne of Masnad-e Jam, a reference
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toa mythical Iranian king. The usage of such expressions in Safavid court literature to
addresstheking's persona was prevalent. Furthermore, the inclusion of another poetic
verse with a romantic theme, exuding flattery towards Shah Tahmasb, composed by
a renowned poet from the early Safavid era who passed away in Tabriz during Tah-
masb's reign, exemplifies the painter's flattery towards the Safavid Shah. Inthese min-
iatures, the painter aimed to portray the presence of Shah Tahmasb within the court
setting during the visual narrative of the story of Khosrow and Shirin. Through this
transformation, the Safavid Shah is depicted seated on the throne instead of Khos-
row Parviz, socializing with Shirin, and participating in the scene of musician Barbad's
lute-playing during the festive gathering. Considering the aforementioned points, it is
worth highlighting the significant role of miniature art in the reproduction and dissem-
ination of ideological values during this historical period. The act of self-identification
of the Safavid Shah with celebrated pre-Islamic kings, as depicted in literary narratives,
along with the promotional function of art, further exemplifies the principle of venerat-
ing ancient monarchs in ancient times. In essence, through this substitution, the Safa-
vid Shah presents himselfas areinvigorator of Iranian ideals, akin to the Sasanian kings
suchas Khosrow Parviz, who were chosen and sanctified by divine power.

Keywords: Safavid Art, Persian Painting, Tabriz School, National Identity .
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