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3 Documentary Photos.

4 Artistic.

5 Documentary Artistic Photo.

6 Representation.

7 Expressionism.

8 Explicitly.

9 Ambiguity.

10 Description.

11 Interpretation.
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14 Robert Capa.
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Abstract

Documentary photography is one of the oldest and main branches of photography that Its purpose is to record and
represent objects, events and various scenes around the world in arealistic, neutral and honest way. In fact, the main
ability of documentary photography is its power of representation, descriptive and citation. Representation in doc-
umentary photography is a process that depends on the photographer's point of view, the elements of the outside
world, the camera, and the definitions and requirements of documentary photography. However, documentary
photography has a variety of representational and expressive capacities, and representation in documentary pho-
tography takes different forms and qualities. Because the documentary photographer is not necessarily the neutral
and passiverecorder ofthe scene in front ofhim.

Anyway, since the documentary photographer is not a neutral and passive recorder of the elements and the scene in
front of him, the documentary photo can also take on different functions and qualities. If we accept understanding
each branch of photography depends on familiarity with the functions and constraints of that branch and a docu-
mentary photographer is subject to the accepted definitions and requirements of documentary photography; So,
logically, the possibility of creating an artistic documentary photo should be extracted from the specific features
of documentary photography itself. Therefore, According to purposes and different representational and expres-
sional capabilities of photography, concepts such as representation, regeneration, explicitly, ambiguity, descrip-
tion and interpretation in relation to documentary photos have been investigated in the current study to explain
creation methods of documentary artistic photo and its characteristics and also answer this question that because
of what features a photo obtains artistic features and transforms into a documentary artistic photo. What are the dif-
ferences between an art documentary and a documentary? What is the quality, quality and different features of an
artistic documentary compared to a documentary? However, the concept of art has always been subject to change
and ambiguity; But critics, through some concepts related to art and the general expectations we have works of
art, discuss the artistic aspects of a work. These concepts have always been of interest to art critics and theorists
Given the various purposes and functions of documentary photography, it seems that with their help it is possible to
examine documentary photographs and describe and analyze their various aspects, especially art. Due to the diver-
sity of different branches of documentary photography, the topics and results of this research can be used to better
understand the different aspects of this branch of photography and the classification and analysis of documentary
photographs. On the other hand, this research has a practical aspect and its topics and results can also be used for
education.

The study used descriptive-analytic and comparative research method and data has collected through library re-
sources. In this study, based on the main and accepted characteristics and functions of documentary photography,
the concepts of representation, transparency, clarity, ambiguity, description and interpretation have been tested
in relation to documentary photographs. In this way, while describing the characteristics of documentary photo-
graphs, in contrast, the characteristics of artistic documentary photographs have been identified and explained.

The findings showed that, In the documentary art, instead of representing the real world in a straightforward way,
we are confronted with recreating a reality that is ambiguous; Because instead of merely describing a scene and
event, it expresses the photographer's interpretation and brings him thoughts and views on a scene, event, or sub-
ject. In other words, documentary artistic photo is the result of photographer’s artistic action that is its new and
different perspective towards real world. In fact, instead of merely transcending external reality, the photographer
recreates new reality by deliberately and creatively representing the scene in front ofhim y,c 1oments and ¢ ompo-

nents are selected and combined in such a way that they express the photographer's interpretation and surround her
opinion and point of view. In this way, the audience, in the face of the world of photography, is forced to make infer-
ences and speculations about the presented subject and to think and imagine. Thus, in documentary artistic photo
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we are faced with the dominance of compilation, commentary and aesthetic aspects. In fact, in an artistic docu-
mentary, the photographer's share the role of the playwright is more than the tools and the subject matter. Because a
photographer recreates a new reality through creative representation of real affairs instead of reality and makes the
audience to think and imagine about the represented topic. It seems that the concepts mentioned in this article can
be discussed in other branches of photography as well and achieved useful and instructive results for recognizing
their various aspects and test the artistic aspects of each branch of photography in this way.

Key words: Documentary Photography, Documentary Artistic Photo, Representation.





